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Abstract 

The realization of eight targets of Millennium Development Goals by 
the year 2015 has been a concern to all in our society. This is because 
enough effort has not been made. Therefore, in order for all the eight 
targets of MDGs in Nigeria to be achieved and sustained, stringent 
conditions need to be adopted. Then music as an instrument of change 
is veritable tool for the actualization of the Millennium Development 
Goals and its sustainability. This paper x-rays the five points that will 
be used in realizing and sustaining NGDs by the year 2015. They 
include: Acquisition of skills, social Mobilization, Enlightenment, 
Encouragement and Criticism. Recommendation and Conclusion was 
also drawn. 

 
 

In order to address the problem of poverty and promote sustainable 
development, the United Nations Millennium Summit was adopted in September 2000 
at the largest ever gathering of world leaders in history. The aim of the meeting is to 
commit themselves to eradicate poverty, promote human dignity and equality and 
achieve peace, democracy and environmental stability. The goals were articulated into 
Millennium Development Goals. They include: 

1. Eradicating poverty 
2. Achieving Universal Primary Education 
3. Promoting gender equality and empowering women 
4. Reducing child mortality 
5. Improving maternal health 
6. Combating HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases 
7. Ensure environmental sustainability 
8. Develop a global partnership for development 
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The situation of Millennium Development Goals can be assessed from two 

different report on the MGDs stated that based on available information, it is unlikely 
that the country will be able to meet most of the goals by 2015. While the conclusion, 
of MGDs 2005 report gives that  there is possibility for achieving all the MDGs in 
Nigeria with sustained effort Otive (2006). 
 

The National Policy on education (2004) opined that “education is an 
instrument for national development. Graham (2000) in Daily Times Newspaper stated 
that the aim of PAP was to pull unemployment out of labour market and equip the 
employed with the necessary skills to make them contribute meaningfully to National 
Development. 
 

However, music as a professional course is designed to develop the aesthetic 
potential possessed by every individual to it highest possible level. Music as a field of 
study develops the individual’s potential for the use of music after graduation. 
Therefore, a pupil’s experiences in music can help him to be independent after his/her 
school life  and participate in the development of his nation as an entrepreneur and be 
self reliant. This is the essence of this paper. 
 
Concept of Music 

Music is a form of art and entertainment and a human activity that involves 
organized and available sounds and silence. It is harmonious sound created by the 
playing of instruments or use of vocals as a whole or individually. It is a direct 
expression of human emotions designed to be felt unlike sound which is heard. Music 
touches every human being from infancy to adulthood. The power of musical sound can 
be vehicle for expression of a wide variety of human emotions. And not only does 
music move us emotionally, it activates our intellect. Chukwuka (2001) stated that 
“music is an organized sound which undergoes processes of combination of tones in 
such a manner as to effect the emotions of man. He went further to state that music is a 
language all members of any ethnic group can understand”. 

Music makes a difference in people’s lives. It exalts human spirit; it enhances 
the quality of life. Indeed, meaningful music activity should be experienced throughout 
one’s life. 
 
Music and the Millennium Development Goals 

The Millennium Development Goals is intended to create a new socio-cultural 
and economic order that would entrance sustainable development with a realizable 
target time of 2015. One of the instruments that will be used to realize and sustain 
Millennium Development Goals by year 2015 is music. This is because music does not 
lie. If there is something to be changed in this world, then it can only happen through 
music. Music is a crucial part for many people all over the globe. It is probably the best 
and most creative way in which we can express our feelings. It is used in almost all 
parts of our life. Some people consider music as a hobby, some as a pass time and some 
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as a serious full time profession. In any way you treasure music, it serves your through 
out your life time. The learning of music starts from cradle to adulthood. Agu (1990) 
opined that there is exists a strong belief that the musical training of the average Igbo 
….. passes through infancy to adolescence and on to the institution school. Nketia 
(1974) explained that African mother sings to her child and introduce him to many 
aspect of his music right from the cradle. 

Music is full of creativity and has many skills and these endure people to many 
aspects of life endeavour. It is through these aspects of our life endeavour that our 
dream is realizing and sustainable Millennium Development Goals will be achieved.  
 
Realization of Millennium Development Goals through Music 

Through music the question of realizing and sustaining Millennium Development 
Goals by year 2015 will be the thing of the past. This is because music is a language all 
members of any ethnic group can understand. It is clearly an integral part of life of 
every individual from the moment of his birth. Therefore, music development needs to 
be integrated as part and parcel of the total mental and material growth of human 
society. Manly (1974) while discussing the role of music in realization of MGDs sees 
music as an organ that directly or indirectly communicates, educates, inspires and 
correct anomalies to create an egalitarians society, music therefore has an important 
role to play in realization of MDGs. These include: 

- Acquisition of skills 
- Social Mobilization 
- Enlightenment 
- Encouragement 
- Criticism 

 
Acquisition 

Music through formal or informal education is very important because it helps 
children develop the skill at a very early age. And this may contribute to the child 
becoming a music prodigy if he takes it seriously. As the child starts learning music 
from an early age, by the time he becomes a youngster, he would turn out to be a 
proficient musician. Then he can use this talent for many purpose depending the level 
of his education, such as being a music teacher in government or private school, being 
preparing people for singing competition, grooming of church choirs and orchestras, 
opera directors, repairmen/technicians, music equipment dealership, performance 
conductors, organists, composers, arrangers etc. through all these means he can earn his 
living thereby eradicating poverty. 
 
Mobilization 

Social mobilization is a process of pooling together, harnessing, actualizing and 
utilizing the nation’s human resources for development Okoye (1990). In discussing the 
actualization of the MDGs through music Anoke (2001) stated that: 
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“Musician have used music as an easy vehicle for spreading their message for 
moving people towards certain goals or directions or action. Nigerian 
musician have gone into the social mobilization movement in the country as 
an artists who have used the power of their music to move people and to get 
certain odd attitudes corrected. 

 
Mobilization move people to action on individual or communal basis. For 

instance, the early nationalists mobilized our people to the rejection of the white man 
and his system of administrations. The famous people in that era were Herbert 
Maculey, Nnamdi Azikiwe and Mbonu Ojike. Their actions were engineered by music 
and sustained by music. Music tunes and lyric were composed using the name of these 
nationalist. The tunes were motivating factors to them and others who followed them 
later. 

If Nigeria can achieve her independence in 1960 through the application of 
music without blood shed, it then follows that the universal primary education could be 
achieved with same application of music to sensitize government and the governed the 
need for universal primary education. 

In the same way, government can be sensitized through powerful music the 
need for promoting gender equality and empowering women. Stating through music, 
the position the women have occupied in the past in the government and how 
wonderfully they performed. And that the reward of job well done is by given more 
opportunities to this creative social partner of development. 
 
Enlightenment 

Music is a basic means of education and development because of its nature, 
relationship to the human condition, including mind, body and feeling. It is an area 
worth of exploring because it represents a basic mode of thought and action, and 
because in itself, it is one of the primary ways human being create and share emotions 
and feelings. On it this note, awareness creation and enlightenment through music 
jingles will sensitize the urban and rural communities the need and how child mortality 
rate should reduce to minimal by immunization of children against seven deadly 
disease. Through the application of music the public will become aware of the fact that 
the treatment of these disease is free and also the place where they can have their 
children treated or immunized. 

Through music also the public is enlightened on the dangers of Human 
Immune Deficiency Virus (HIV) and Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS) 
and possible ways of protecting and preventing it. 
 
Encouragement 

Whenever and wherever humans have existed music has existed also. Since 
music occurs only when people choose to create and share it, and since they always did 
so and no doubt always will, music clearly have an important value to people. Music 
has been used to praise and highlights Federal, State and Non Governmental 
Organizations efforts to wipe out malarial, river blindness and other communicable 
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diseases in the society, thereby appreciating and encouraging Federal, State and Non 
Governmental Organization to do more. 
 
Criticism 

Music makes a difference in people’s lives. That which cannot be criticize by 
words of mouth or write can easily criticize through music. Musician has used the 
power of music to move people and to get certain odd attitudes corrected. The music of 
the great Ebani Eda, King of Afrobeat Fela Anikulakpo Kuti, is a living example. 
 
Conclusion 

Form the above discussion; one can observe that the realization of eight targets 
of Millennium Development Goals is possible if a little effort is made. Music as an 
instrument of change has a lot to do in order to achieve the Goals. It is a means of 
unlocking human potential and  developing a nation.  
 
Recommendation  

In order for realization and sustainability of millennium development goals’ to 
be achieve through music by the year 2015 the following recommendations are 
proffered. 

1. Proficient music educators are highly needed in all areas of music education. 
2. At the same time, all areas of music education need to be well equipped. This 

will help students to know were to specialize in the course of training. 
3. In terms of mobilization, enlightenment, encouragement and criticism as an 

instrument for realization and sustainability of MDGs, the government should 
sponsor the right people who can do the work. The people who know the right 
word to use, the right time to do it and the right place to perform it. 
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